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INTRODUCTION.

As the Mss. material is not adequate, this is merely a tentative
edition of the commentary of Skanda Mahesvara on the Nivuleta,
The following Mss, have been collated.

A. A Devaniigari transcript of a fragment of the commen-
tary from the Central Library, Baroda.

B. A Devanagri transcript of the commentary on the first
chapter of the Nirukta only, from the Government Library of
Sanskrit Mss., Madras, The Madras Ms, is T. 3. 17 and is itself o
transeript of a Malyalam Ms, owned by M. R. Ry. K. V. Paramesvara
Vadhyar Nambudri of Achipuram, Kottakal P, O., Malabar. The
transeript was made in 1922-3. The final colophon is given on
F. 706 v, and reads as follows :—

farmaear ey |
wEs=rw Thaaegaar fagarao: |
zfa aRsaelaar farsmamrdisr qam |

(. A palm leal Ms, written m old Malyalam Seript at the
Lalchand Library, Lahore. "Thisis a complete Ms, of the comment-
ary., Number of lines per page is |1 and the tolal number of leaves
i3 146, Size --=22"X2", Iis colophons are given below .—

F. 6 :— | arrmAdsaTEmandt (aemarnTiam et IResTIel TIn:
77

F. 13— zfa ewereifamamt faswmdwent ager gAtT: @z 0

F, 15— | zfy swegemifagar faemgal Tger gt o |

F. 17— v zfa ewezmifagarai faemgat TgeT TIA: WT: 1l

F. 200 — | zermsaedeserantagAl (AemAweat agtseqer. |ane: |

F. 26" — i semrmrreseraniagara (aewt e Qaaemsn ey g4
T | 9| T

F. 30—\ 5f¥ swegentuzarat faewgst qaner fzda: o
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F. 31t :— || ¥ |ARET FAT: 903 1|
F. 34" -— | ¥AAET TGT: 9q09L
F. 350 .— Il gf7 |aaer gga: @y A
F. 37— || TArPIAEs S THAT (AEFHATTAFeat qantssreT: |
F.39 — nzfa afsschdsam faesaadimamoasrsames o0
qT il
T, 420 — | zaagaex (gAY, arz: ol
¥, 46" — 1 zfa fasmdreraragaes g7 ar7. 0
F.48 — 1 frewmwemarngiEagfaagaT |
(Sic.) wexor TiaATEgAr faguH:
TRIIHTSST: |
F. 52 — i zfq exereifasAmm faesnfiswml  agaeqnqnaTsT 9498
= i

F. 55" — 1 zfa swezeitagarat faemgat aarerronTer fgamn @ .

I, 58— u zfx swezeifazamat fae=rg=T agReITEET garT: Qg |

F. 67— 1 3fa swegeifasd faasnegsy SOasmaoTmeg 999 a7 |

F. 71" :— Wl g emezmifign Presfracomgea zomeraemer A
ol

P74 — u sfy free frazormg=r rawensaemer gA0T: @ |

I RY — 0 gfa fawmerfaacer wemaraarres oo g 0

F. 83" — u zfx faewfagonagst omgaer fEArn @

TP, 88— 1 zfx faesmfraromgas oxiraer 9701 @0F. 1

1920 — i zfa farwfaaronageT oREIerqass 939 T

FL040 o 1 e faeemiaaenay st afmaetraeres aum: a |
F. 06" — || gfit FremRraos qRizsIeTrsTeTeT 7 qIF: SRR |
F. 1000 — n zfa azzacfaefan faevfraomagan srraer goaa: o |

I, 1020 — i zfa faesfrarowgan grzaer (3o a1
F. 105 .— 1 gfy mEsavga femarrfyacnagat gromer gt @)
F.o107 — o zfA fawssamafaaun grzaer =g e

I‘" 100 — | g‘fﬁ[ SITIET TT: I8 1l
¥, 1100 . — 0 2ty wgvacfyclad fresfacnagst grraeor o
F, 112 — W gfa srganen s arz: o
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F. 1148 — 0 gfr 31z fgaer a0

F 115 — n (Sie.) zfa famesfracomm=s snzoemarn: s )
Fo 1160 — u zfa srggaet s g )

Fo 118 — n zfw srgzaen A a0

Fo119" — i gfq stqgsger g0 qmm 0

T 1200 — i zfr srg#sqrserersman: |

Fo1220 — o /7 qerrmeararees wrm: v )

Fo 1240 — u sfa fasssfaaroagad gz G ol
Fo1260 — n g7 faesmfracoag =y vazaer gamm o 0
F.o128 — n gfA fassfaacorams sazmsenT |

K31 — i gfa arzzrer fdvn @iz

F.o132 —  gfa e g =0

Fo135 — i gfa fawwfagemagay Srearssw

I, 138 — 0 zfq |azoer aaq: a1z

I3y — zfq |egaey fgArr oz
o LE — i gfE mageer gAT ar
F. 18— gfa fasssfmmt masamrarmesaes | L goes on —( Sic.)
T AfFTA REEET DI | T qatEEint aargafa-
ACGTATT AAAT ATAFAAATAA IfA 77 TEAT F9ATARATT
safAeanzaata Fameang 790
L6 — 1 fAeswesrarqagIramgs T |
gz TfA: gaar fagaao |
zfa wEvafaefaar fas-oamrder qamn )
GIAT TAFIHT AASEFATAT |
weAeqy fafaeaf a0r Agigad 7
oAt | afrmEer an. | 2fenaer a9

DA paper Ms, written m Devanagari characters  obtained
through the courtesy of P. Vidhuselzhara Bhattaearya, Principal of
she Sanskrit Cellege o1 the Vosvabharatt University Shantinikctana,
Bengal. This1s o iragment, giving tae commentary on a nart of

the second, and a section of the tlurd chapter of the Nerubta, As
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it does not contain the commentary on the firsi chapter of the
Ntrukta. it could mnot be collated for the present edition. Bui I
give below its colophons, which are interesting :—

F. 39 — | senaeewesaiugar faesdsmat qaaer g0 a7 |
I 44— | st expegemtamart frewdwet qarer fge: ag i
.17 — 1 zfd sxegeafasAt qaaeT gdrT: @17

F. 49— gfx sxegeaiigamt MesawE QaneT Sgd: a7

F. 50" :— 1 gfa exrgenfagamat fassmdimmt qaues o3 O |l

F. p20 :— 1 zfe ewezeniagara faeswdiwmi qaaes 99 O0F: |

F. 54— 1 gfa faswSwmt ganrsere |

F. 39 :— Il gexgaer ouA: 2 |l

Rerarronsuir or Mss,

The Msx. fall into two groups.  One 1s represented by A and’
the other by B and
A contains two introductory stanzas', which are omitied by B
and C. It amplifics the derivation of the word Nighantu, for which
there is nothing corresponding in B and C.2 It illustrates the
meaning of \/hen with @ with two examples which are not found in
B and C.* Tt also contains longer passages as compared with those
of Band C.  Reference 1s to footnotes 8 on p. 6, 5 and 20 on p. 7,
4and 16 on p. 3, 24 onp. 52. A often quotes long passages from
the commentary of Durgacarya, see footnote 20 on p. 112, 3 onp.
116.  on p, 121, These quotations from the commentary of Durga
are not found in B and C. Further A often reads additional
single words which are omitted by B and C, see footnotes 4, 5 on
p 12528, 8 L onp 13:5onp. 1t; 16onp. 165 6 on p. 38 ete.
A few example may as well be given.

P. L | 3:—A reads megtfafafa: | 8 and C read 3+7: |
Vo e iy, ATTARR | " , WIS

‘ 5y ) o

1. See footnote ¢ on p, I 3. See footnote 3 on p. 5.

.
D,
2. See footnote 2 on p. 5,
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P. 1 1 9:—A reads otrfraanfy &we3wr | Band C read orrsfidta |
v o 10:—, , wAwwemfrozAwl o, ,, SfagEAa
7 1 1 l]' — » EH ahm: l bE] 3 m“%: |

Further A often uses case-inflections, dispensed with by B
and C, A few examples are the following :—

P. 1. 1 11:—A reads S*zqr &q9 | Band Cread sedftaan |

o o 12:—, | TIETErgfauEds),,  swqufqerad |
and soon, On the contrary A often gives shorter forms, e. 4.,
p. 2.1, 10. A reads @& F&T: whereas B and C read #@& semweaT: |
P. 1.1 10. A reads sfygmex, B and C read fasrmmamtaaer and
50 on,

Further B and C occasionally read passages. omitted by A, [o1
example see footnotes 4 and 16 onp. 3, 18 2l onp. {, 10 on
p-8; ISonp. 9. L, 7,13, Mdonp. [2. 19onp I3, Honyp. 17,
2on p. 4% and so on. Dutitis clear that on the whole .\ vepre-
sents a longer version as compared with that of B and € DBoth
groups are corrupt and do not correetly transmir the archetype,
The mutual relationship ol Mss, can be shown by the [owowing
diagram, assuming N to represent the archetype —

1

)
N! ]

N:
| |
|
A

—_

AvTHOK Ot Tk ('OMMENTARY,

The authorship of the commentary is atiributed both 1o
Skanda and Mahesvara, This will be clear from the following
colophons of the ihree Mss. /. e. A, B and C. 'The colophons are
placed side by side for ready refercnce,

P. 53, A, zegraOATIACEAET MEHATTAFAT TOEINTRRT 99N
9. |
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P. 32. B. «TaeiADEtEam (RS ATAEET Sqaenam aaw:

qr7: |

F. 6 (. =sraeiaEsatEAr Qe dismmal SIRenameT 1499
T |

P. 83, A. zfy eregemiasant MewdwEm 99T GET: O |

3. Missing.
(', Missing.
P03\, ZfA eRegeTifREAEl (AEw A @i 1ger gA: aigt |
P. 42, B. Identical with A.
F. 132 . Identical with A.
P. 118 A, A TFFEAMATA AEFIFET €7 A9 NI |
P. 70. B. g TxemrmmEami faswgal 1geT Fg4: Mg |
I, 157 . Identical with B.
132, A, zfF exeemi@EEAET ReEAE0 .1 159 T9H v |
P. 78, D.  zfA efereii@Eavi (Rewgl T9eT 9 911 |
70 . Tdentical with B,
57. A, Z0H SEEZEMAZAET [MECZFET 9gissr: |
P. 91, B, gemariescgeaiAEAl e ATt T8ISeI: qHiE: |
F. 200 C. zeqrademsgeniaal (AeRAT I TOISOT0T: qaTa: |
This 18 further supported by colophons of Ms. D, The

colophons of Mss. C

and D are placed side by side below, It
may be added that the commentary on the second chapter of the
Nirukte 1s available in Mss, G and D only. [t may possibly be
available in B also but I have not yet been able to get a transcript
of this portion of Ms. B

F. 390 D, gemaaremezenian Al AEwIIFIaT GHAET 990 97 |

I, 267 C. geamaeiesegemifusarTl (Memrs o SRAasIeames Tan:

RISt N e

Fo44r D, ol swegeamingami et sewey G oy i
F. 307 C. zfa sxegeatiuzArTi frewmadt waner (AT qm

F. 477 D, ofa exegeniusat gawer gdT arg: |
F.3LY G, gfe gawner gata: qrg: |
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F. 49" D. s{7 SFeqeaiagArar (AewrwrT SAneT IP7 T
F. 34 C. zta gaaeT 90 o
F. 507 D. 7iA sweZeIAFAC (AEFAFOM {AO9ET 977 O |l
F.85." (. gia |9AeT 037 012 0l
F.52) D. zf7 sweewarmsal (@ewf a0 OEeT 978 10
This colophon 1s missing in Ms, C.
F. 54 D. =@ A& TwM qEussT |l
F.37) C. semsraa@sss TR [@n® AT TRasemT: |
F. 59 D. zexzger gum: a7
F. 397 C. =213 asaTarT [AemaeTiRIIIaIHETsqrTeT TIm:

qI |l

All the Mss. have preserved a unanimous tradition in
attributing the commentary on some sections of particnlar chapters
to Skanda and on other sections to Mahesvara  This fact naturally
leads one to conelnde that the portion attributed to Skanda was
comnosed by Skonda and that attvibnfed to Mahesvara hy
Mahesvara, Tt however imnlies the asenmntion that hoth Skanda
and  Mahesvara commented on mutnally  exclusive portions of
the Norulta, that thev worked on a deliherate plan, that they
must have heen confemmoraries to cwrv ont that nlan and must
have written their commeniary in ceollaboration with each other.
There are several cases of Jjoint-anthorship in Sanskrit Literature,
but there are chionological difficulties in making Mahesvara a
conlemporary of Skanla.*  Devarija Yajvan, the commentator of
the Nighantu, who seems to be calier than Durga often quotes
Skanda while Mahesvara i« certainly later than Durga, whom he
mentions by name, and whose commentary on the Nirukta, he has
utilised and frequently (uoted,  'Thus Mahesvara is separated from
Skanda by two intervening coramentators namely Devarsja Yajvan
and Darga. 'The former must have been considerably posterior to the
latter. At any rate they could not possibly have been contempo-
raries. Further the commentary is not the work of two different

*See my Preface to the Sunskuir Test ol the Nurndia pp. 32 and 33, Pamjab Umversity
Orental Publication, 1928,
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authors, Tt bears the stamp of workmanship of a single individual.
Tts style, its method of treatment, the general exegesis and above
all, its intellectual quality arve throughout identical. Ttis quite
plausible o hold ihai fwo diflerent authors could produce a
commentary written in an identical style, having an identical
method of {reatment and identical in general exegesis but no two
authors could show an identical intellectual quality.

The hypothesis therefore that one part of the commentary is
composed by Skanda and another portion by Mah esvara is not tenable.

T'wo hypotheses are now possible :—

1. Skanda alone is the author of the commentary.

2. Mahesvara is the author of the commentary n toto.

Let us consider the first hypothesis.

The evidence of the final colophons of Mss. B and C is against
the hypothesis of Skanda’s authorship. The internal evidence is
also against Skanda. As already stated, the name of Durga is
mentioned in the commentary, Quotations {rom Durga’s commen-
tary are frequent. Skanda is quoted by Devarija Yajvan who is
anterior to Durga. Skanda is therefore still earlier than Durga.
The former could not have mentioned or quoted the latter.

This is further supported by the fact that Devaraja Yajvan
has preserved, in his commentary on the Nighantu, several passages
of Skanda’s commentary on the Nirukta. Some of these passages
are not found in the present commentary. Skanda’s explanation of
the words =wt, =afxfa:, zzr, wewm, &, |rom, T, =@z,
afg:  preserved* by Devarija Yajvan in the form of quotations
is not found in the text of the present commentary. This
commentary is therefore not the work of Skanda,

The only other hypothesis possible is that Mahesvara is the
anthor.  In my opinion, this commentary is the composition of
Mahesvara, But there is a serious difficulty.  All the extant Mss.
attribute some portions of the commentary to Skanda. How to

*See pp 125-126 of the pre<ent edition
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explain the colophons of these Mss. ?  In my opinion, the difficulty is
solved if we presume that Mahesvara’s commentary is a tika on the
bhasya of Skanda, 'This is supported by the title of the commentary.
namely * The Nirukta-bhasye-tika, which may be explained as the
tiki on the Nirukta-Dhasya. TFragments of the bhasye of Skanda
must have undoubtedly formed the basis of the work of Mahesvara
and can still be traced as is shown by the following example,
Skanda’s explanation of the word gau is preserved as a long quotation
by Devarija Yajvan in his commentary on the N7ighanfu. This quo-
tation is printed on p, 125 of the present edition and is given below
for facility of reference. The explanation of the wora gau in the
commentary in Ms. C. is the following :—
Passage of Ms. C. Passage preserved by Devaraja
Sic. sitfefa gz aasaa . Yajvan.

srETor Airagfe gt ey 1 (Ngh. I L) —swer emerant |
PrfefiaTr reTeTeT T aify ofgeat 3% T WA SRR -
A7(go) A Awmer T afper- TR TSIl |
Rt fafarar wizATAeTs. SIS | gt
TAEFTARFAIT AR Fwagi-
gefiggcfafas naagurs | A
qEATFE $F A0 | T=WIE gArfa
qiforar wfeR | = At | oEat
TFeTTET | A eprasaafy |
aefe G fegar @@ om
TR | ‘razfE gfT | sdeer-
qerre fafedima mgeerer = afy
gfasyi |3A@ wra=er gfuzaf-
araeafataatafa 7

Neaafagrag satafafaaarz | 73-
FE TAT AR AR AR |
FUSIME R AR A A | g
TETT AAFFATACET | T
qraEETAETearE nfiws aweAgt-
sftagdfrfimzaragarrs aar afc
AT gfq 7o | q=Afe =0d e
TEETIAFRT FIEAAAET A A
AR AT AT e fa-
fer azaaaer nEAfgRTTaT
AT FTAT qIaa ITAAAT |
Tgrent ATt miforar assfa s ant
FICHAFETZATT FAFE RICHTFCH
FETT: | RET TFEAAET AFCIAT:
g wraeitafa date-
for areat fegan gfiy ot
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A comparison of this passage with Skanda’s quotation preserved
by Devarsja Yajvan clearly shows that the commentary of Mahes-
vara is a tiks on the dhasya of Skandasvimin. Examples can be
multiplied but I think it is not necessary to do so, It may there-
fore be stated that the present commentry is the work of Mahesvara
and is a futher elucidation of the bkasya of Skandasvamin. The
tradition of the Mss. gives indication that the scribe vaguely
remembered this fact, confused the author of the tika with that of
the hhasya and arbitrarily attributed one portion to Skanda and
another to Mahesvara. Buf it is possible now to solve the mystery
with the help of Devarija Yajvan.
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